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To che Right OP" the Lord Biſbep 
br” = " Goa Brother, &- 14 01 Tt" + 
DAP Y Writing to. You and the reſt of | our 

WII Brethren at this tine; is occaſion'd by a 
46 oY ſenſible growth of Vice and refs. 
or 3 2 in the Nation: which, tothe: great Af 
BESRNES fliction of all So Fn, ap oy 

.... inthe corrupt pr of parroiler fer 
RE  butalſo;i in.the aro ny” ins are uſed''to 
vert the general Principles of our holy Religion: ' And | 
this with a boldneſs and openneſs, far: bey the exam- | 
ples of paſt times; ſo. that if a ſpeedy ſtop be nor -pur 
to ſuch National Provocations, \we . have > juſt: caxſeto 
fear they may bring down. the \heavieſt Judgmeties '6f ; 
God upon Us; The preventing whereof belongsmore-im- 4 
mediately tous, who are the Manifters:of 'Chrift,: and/as © _* 
ſuch, are ob to the utmoſt care and: Ihelpin . 
oppoling theſe Infiruments of Satan. ['t 22201 | 
I doubt ;not, 'but man &r the Parochial PE are 
ſufficiently frafble both of their — the dar- 
ger we = in: In the Cities of oor 7 4g" 
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diligence "= been very ——_ of Jate years. Butin 
fome Parts that are more remote, alt of them may not 
ſo well underftand cither the Arts or the Tndwftry of theſe 
Enemies of Religion: And thereforeT thonghr it a Duty 
incumbent on the Station wherein Providence has placed 
todeſire of. You and the reſt of onr Brethren, to warn 
the Clergy under your Care, of theſe attempts againſt 
Religion and Virtue; and to excitethem to a Diligence 
proportionable tothe Danger; andto ſuggeſt to them ſuch 
Methods asare moſilikely towork a General Reformation. 
; With this requeſt, I fend You ſuch Particulars as, in 
my " Opinion, are very neceſlary tobe preſſed upbn your 
W_ for the attaining ſo deſirable an nEnd. As, 


I, That im their own Lives, and the Government of 
their own Families, they would: make thieniſelves Examples 
of a ſober and regular Converſation. It is the Apoſtles 
Reaſoning, If 2 man know not how to rule his own houſe ” 
(and. mnch more bis own Life and Adions) how ſhall 
take care of the Church of God? The med Na of work- 
ing aReformation abroad, is to lay the foundation at home; 
which alone cangive our ' Reproofs a juſt Weight and Au- 
thoriy : but till that isdone, no Exhortations, whether in 
publickor'private, can either be offer d with Eecency, or 
recery d with reverence. 

Il. To Ptety, they ſhould: add Pindeges'i in all their 
Actions and Behaviour: which even in Private Chriſtians 
15,2. great Qttnament to Religion; but'in Pablick Teachers 
2 a-molt neceflary qualification) forthe due diſcharge of 

their 
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(3 ) 
their Miniſtry. A Mildnſs of temper, with aGravityand 
Calmneſs in their Converſation, wi notfail to gain thein a 
general Love and Efteemamong their Neighbours : and a 
diſcreet Caution in their Words and Adions, will preſerve 
them from thoſe lirtle Imprudences tha. areſometimies ſo 
fenſible an ObſtruRion ro the good Endeavours of welt 
meaning Men. Perſons in Holy Orders are riot onfy bour 
inthe condu@ of their Lives, to conſiderwhat 1s ta 
of imhawful in # f/f; bur alſo what is decent or ERIE 
in Then, with reſpett to: their Charafter and 
Abſtaining from dll appearance of evil; and givins no'Of: 
fence in any thing, that the Miniſtry be not blamed. 
" White Our Ememics are ſo very induſtrious inſeck- 
ng out ObjeAtions apainſt rhe ChriſtianReligion; it be? 
= the Clergy (who are ferapartfor the Vindication6f 
it) to be no leſs diligent in their Preparations for itsDt+ 
fence: By acquainting themſelves thorowly with | the r- 
tionat grounds of Chit{tanity; aid the trac iaye of fyttr 
Points as are the Subjefs.of- onr* preſerir Contrs ies 4 
OY ther witly the ObjeAtr6ns which- are riſtally mic b 
3 our Adveeſaries of all Cove and the Effe@iaf By LR 
R have been-rettritd to them by forma TO 
zof onr own Ohiirels 7! Fhat (6 they may Berg ea8yy 
Docecafions, to'de- juftice- H@Hondus ro PRE or 
Ihe able to expole the folly and ignorance of th FT 
Slay! ing Men: Fhe Cafe wht Cod has put ro bur tids; 
Zts nndoubredly good; but che Beſt! carte” uy '& by 
the weakneſs of 16 Advocate? and-wheti append'i iff 
She matter of Religion, 1t gives the Adverfary's an OCca-* 
A. 2 ;*"flofi 
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on of Traamph,. and is apt to-ftagger the faith even of 
ſincere and unprezudic'd Chriſtians. at 

, *. IV.. It were: to be wiſht, that the Clergy of: every - 
Neighbourhood, would, agree upon frequetit Meetings, to 
conſult tor che, good of Religion in general, and to ad- 
viſe with one another about anydifficulties that may hap- 
pen in their particular Cures. Bywhat Methods any Evil 
Cuſtom may. moſt eaſily be broken; How a'finner may 
be moſt effeQually reclaimed ; and ( in general) How 
each of them n their ſeveral circumſtancesmay contribute 
moſt to the advancement of Religion. Such Conſultations 
as theſe, belides the mutual benefit of advice and inſtru- 
Qion, will be a natural means toexcite the zeal of ſome, 
to reduce the over-eagerneſs of others to a due temper, 
and to provoke All to a Religious Emulation in the im- 
provement of Pjety and Order within their reſpeRtive Pa- 
riſhes. And Theſe Meetings might ſtill be made a greater 
2dvantage to the Clergy in carrying on the Reformation 
of Mens Lives and Manners, by inviting the Charch-War- 
dens of their ſeveral Pariſhes, and other pious perſons a- 
mong the Lazty, to joyn with them in the Execution of the 
moſt probable methods that can be ſuggeſted for thoſe 
pod Ends. And we may very reaſonably expe& the 
appy Effects of ſuch a concurrence, from the Viſible 
Succels of that Noble Zeal wherewith ſo many about the 
great Citzeq 10 my Neighbourhood, do promote true Picty, 
and a Reformation of Manners. And therefore I deſire you 
that you will particularly excite your Clergy to the pro- 
curing ſtich afliſtances as theſe, for the more effectual 
diſcharge of their own duty. V. It 


WRT 1 4 A 
0d -Eo0us bY <X TEISES 71>. 2 ID Bn 
m _—_ > ox CIS, * 7; 59% OBE >” 4. 4 46. ee 27 
n 6 « 4 INES! IA Fo 2) lr” Fadia, $54" 5 
_ OSS L A546; RIC nx + 
 Ebwatef *" $i tt" os £ 7% 
if; 3 t : 
, IS IF e be 
4 


4 , LEE WOT. + 7 
ASS 7 6-0. SY LESTICT ESI Int. 
- br bs we te re a” 
WE TEES. - 7 a 
; $5 6 A "KS : 
5 SPS Ae x a 2 4 _ 
Lo. #4 x Þ * - & ae 5 / * 
rods FE 1-4 - eu , 
Cr SR: SY 
"FEE Ke a : 
"> wy EA 
3 


DIETS, OO —_— 
N "_ SLRs NLO — ” 
>&.&< > 


v X tas tode © ot 4p r, « 4 - C £ 

Fai S3% $5 wore a dA et NE COL rn TT IL; Xs ki KREKELs 5 "©. BE | Ah, Seto. 

ws 7 ; NE: < ', Ft —E o % = » 4," % 7" 
bd = £4 ” Jn Wot ns i cy # SY SS > / 
TER 26 8 CO ny nn 2. 
» + £AS "hc | SIE LE. P3105 x F q 
4 P.: pgs * K., 
: oy _ 


£3. 1.7.57 0. 
V. It would very much further and facilitate all their 
Endeavyours of this kind, to gain over the perſons who 
have the greateſt Efteem and Authority in their Pariſhes, 
concern for the honour of God andReligion: fre- 
quently ſuggeſting to them the Obligation that God has - 
laid upon them to be Examples to others; ' and the great 
oood that itis in their power to do, by ſetting a Pattern 
of regular living, and the unſpeakable miſchief of their 
irregular behaviour. For if once the better Sort can be 
| brought coſuch a Seriouſneſs and Sobriety, the reſt will 
| morecaſily follow; Example being the moſt powerful In- 
| ſtruction; and Experienceteaching usthat ſhame and fear; 
| which ariſe fromthe Awthorityof ſuch good Patterns, are 
pony the moſt efteQtual reſtraints upon the meaner 
ort.. - | | 
VI. Where any Perſon is obſtinate inhis Vices, and not 
| to bereclaimedenther by Teaching or Example, by Exhorta- 
| tion or Repraef,,; the Ordinary ought to be informed of it, 
that he may proceed to reclaim ſuch by Eccleſeaſtical Cen- 
feres : and where thoſe arelike to prove ineffeQual, the Ci 
vit Magiftrate muſt be applied to, and deſired to proceed a- 
| gainſtthemaccording tothe Laws in thoſe Caſesprovided: 
| Which I»formetion and Requeſt, eſpecially in the Caſe of 
' ſuch incorrigible Offenders, can be made by none fo pro- 
perly as by the Ckrgy ; who may beſt be ſuppoſed to - 
| underſtandthe neceſlity there tsof having recourſe to the 
| Civil Magiſtrate. And ſince our Law-givers haveEnaQted 
| theſe temporal Puniſhments, on purpoſe to afliſtus inthe 
| diſchargeof our Miniſtry ; it would bea great failing m 
| 
| us, 
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us, notto makenſcof themwhen ll orhet Methods bave 


been tried..to little or rio EffeR;.: 
 VIL Every PiousPerſonot theLaity, ſhould, ifneedbe, 
be put in mind by the Clergy, that heought tothink him- 
obhi ged to uſe his beſt endeavours to have fuch' Of- 

fenders Shuiſhed: by the Civil Magiſtrate, ascan noother- 
wiſe be amended. And that when he hears his 'Neigh- 
bour ſwearor blaſpheme the N2meof God, 'or fees him, of- 
fendin drunkenneſs or prophanation of the Lords Day, he 
ought not to negled to, give the Magiſtrate Noticeof it: 
In: fuch a Caſe, to be called an Faformer, wilt be*ſo fat 
from making any Man Odious in the” Judgmentof Sobet 
Perſons, thar' it will tend co his honour,; when he makes 
it appear by his .unblameable behaviour, arid the' ow 
takesof Himfelf and his own Family, that he doth it 
ly for the glory of God, and the-goaod 'of his \'*# val 
Such well diſpoſed perſons asare refolved upon this, ſhould 
be encouraged: to: meet -asoft as they -can, 'and.toconfult 
how . they, may moſt diſcreetly; and Was ak manage 
Ir ia.the places where they live. | 

VL.  Asin reforming the Lezty, the though to uſe the 
Aflifiance of. the Crvil Magiſtrate ; ; fo oftheir own 
Brobren bean irregular Liver, dani band laiehvh 
by broctherly Admomition, the neighbor Ghrgy thould 
be Gridfly- enjoyned tomake'it known toeheir” Diceſa, 
cither by themielves or:the Arebdeacony forme other 


canyenient way. - That{otho Offende be Adionitht 

colive ſuirably 1o:-lhis- Gharacter;>andii AGHoHiHt 

on-will not do, he! may be procceded againſt Iy2Breteſtz: 
W fſtical 
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| frical * for the preventing ſuch Scandalsand Miſr * 
chiefs, as will ebtdydacrompany che irregul wr Litcofa _ 

IX. And whercas: the Foundations be Piet Jety and TY 
rality are beſt laid at the beginning, in the Reli : 
aid of Cbildren ; ropes ones phe that ven, 
the Parochial Clergy would be very diligent inCatechifing 
the Children pv Care ; 'andnor. only ſo, but in 

—_—_—_— them afterwards, as they grow up,” to give 
ſuch Accounts'of their 'Religion,. as nr = 
peed from a . That being thus 
inſtruged ara wy Duty of a Clviſtian, heya 
may tcachtheir Children the ſame; and fo Pity; Virtue; 
and Goodweſe, may for ever flouriſh in our Church and 
Nation. 

\FTheſeDiietions with ſuch others of the ſame nature. 
kde onxnag cane Idefiremay be Tranſinitted by yo 
to the Cle w_- our Dicceſe ; for the Religious > Go- 
vernment of themſelves, and their People, in theſe dan- 
gerous. Times. So commending you and chem *& the 
Blefling of God, TI reſt 
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